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Elder Letter July 2012 – Preservation Effort 
 
 
July 2012 
 
The Preservation Effort is an effort to preserve the long standing doctrine and practices of the Apostolic 

Christian Faith.  This effort is actually a result of the seemingly irreconcilable differences in doctrine and 

practice prevalent within the Apostolic Christian Church, with the recent events at Morris and Lamar only 

being the final catalyst for this effort to begin.  There have been many rumors and statements across the 

land.  We would like to address some of them and also express our intentions. 
 
It is being said that we are leaving and thereby causing a split.  We are not leaving but staying with the 

Apostolic Christian Faith.  Those who believe a different doctrine, practice a different lifestyle, and pursue a 

New Evangelical way are leaving the Apostolic Christian Faith. 
 
It is being said that we are sowing seeds of discord.  We are not sowing seeds.  We remain connected to the 

vine and desire to continue bringing forth fruit which is the evidence of this connection.  The seeds being 

sown are a different and New Evangelical doctrine. 
 
It is being said that this effort will result in a rules-based Amish or German-type church.  These rumors are 

intended to frighten seeking souls and portray the preservation effort in a false light.  There is no intent to 

change our doctrine, its application and our long-standing traditions. 
 
It is being said that this is a split like the German, mustache, liberal churches leaving, and those caused by 

leaving overly rigid churches.  This is not a split on our part but an effort to preserve our Faith.  We fully 

intend to stay with the Apostolic Faith. 
 
It is being said that in this effort we are looking to man.  We are rather continuing to look to God’s Word and 

the leading of the Holy Spirit for direction as we have always done. 
 
We believe in and will practice no new doctrine or its application and traditions but continue in that which 

we have long believed. 
 

•         Jesus Christ gave His life on Calvary’s cross and His precious blood was shed as a ransom for all.  He was 

buried and He rose again the third day for our justification.1 
•         Faith in Christ’s redemptive work on Calvary which results in repentance is the beginning of a true Christian 

life.  The fruits of repentance are a humble and contrite heart, prayer, godly sorrow, confession to God in the 

presence of man, forsaking of all sin, restitution and a forgiving spirit.1 
•         Those newborn lambs need to become firmly grounded upon the Lord Jesus Christ through repentance and a 

true conversion, to surrender all ties to sin and worldliness, and to develop a true zeal to obey the teachings 

of the Word of God.2 
•         Converts and brethren should refrain from being a participant or spectator at organized, competitive 

sporting events. 2,3 
•         Converts and brethren should remove the harmful influence of television and other forms of unwholesome 

entertainment from their lives and homes. 2,3 
•         Converts and brethren should practice patterns of modesty and restraint in their outward appearance, as a 

reflection of the true graces of humility and godliness in their hearts.  Both men and women should refrain 

from wearing scanty attire and should select clothing for their daily walk of life which reflects their gender. 2,3 
•         Women should willingly adhere to scriptural teachings regarding long hair which is modestly arranged as 

well as the wearing of the head covering, all in accord with accepted church practices. 2,3 
•         Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many.4  Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith 

in his blood to declare his righteousness for the remissions of sins that are past.5 
•         A believer can sin but does not have to sin. 
•         We do not believe in eternal security – once saved, always saved.6 
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•         There are faults and shortcomings which are not sin. 
•         If a believer sins, discipline and the intercession of Christ can provide forgiveness, but for sins unto death 

there can be no full restoration.  Discipline of erring members is administered for their spiritual welfare and 

for the preservation of the church.1 
•         Preaching should be by the inspiration of the spirit.3 
•         Teaching and preaching must be based on the truth of the Word of God as presented in the King James 

version of the Bible.3 
•         We should use the language of the authorized King James version of the Bible in addressing the Lord as ‘Thee’ 

and ‘Thou’ in our prayers.3 
•         Funerals, weddings, and receptions should be conducted in a Godly manner. 
•         We should not become involved in outside religious activities such as Bible Study Fellowship, Promise 

Keepers, etc., as well as unnecessary attendance at other religious services.3 
•         We believe in practicing the long-standing traditions which have been such a benefit to our church. 
•         This is not an inclusive list but contains many of our key beliefs 

 
We met recently to begin the formation of a group of believers who desire to preserve the true faith.  A list of 

those things that we have moved us to at this point would contain the opposite of most of the items in the 

above list.  We are not soliciting brethren to join in this effort but we stand open to anyone who is Spirit-led to 

join it.  We have written this document because we desire to be open in regard to our efforts. 
 
Finally, we are being told that what we are undertaking will cause divisions and hard feelings, not only today 

but for years to come.  This will only come to pass if we disregard the scripture to each other as Christ loved 

us.  Instead we must manifest that love in the way we treat each other.  May God grant us grace to that end. 
 
Brothers                Roy Koehl                    Art Nohl                      Dennis Warner 
                                Lawrence Luthi                Gene Marti 
 
 
References:  1) The Statement of Faith; 2) Statement of Counseling Converts; 3) Reaffirming our Unity as Ministers of the 

Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ; 4) Hebrews 9:28; 5) Romans 3:25; 6) August 2003 United Summary of the Elder Body on the 

Atoning Blood of Christ and related topics. 


