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Introduction  
 
The Shed Blood of Christ and Sin 
Issues surrounding the shed blood of Christ and sin probably date back to the time of the early church. 

The two issues (the blood and sin) are completely entwined and always need to be dealt with together. 
 
In spite of all of the variations of views, there are basically two beliefs and resultant applications that are 

involved: 
 
1. Christ’s blood coupled with His crucifixion, death and resurrection lay the foundation for an individual 

to become reborn and live an overcoming life. The child of God does not have to continue in sin and can 

live a sin‐free life. However, a child of God can fall into sin. The responsibility and accountability for 

living a sin‐free life rests with the child of God, but can only be accomplished by the grace of God and 

with God’s gifts, especially the Holy Spirit. If a child of God sins, forgiveness for that sin is accomplished 

in this life through discipline and the advocacy of Christ but is limited depending on the nature of sin. 
 
2. Christ’s blood continues to be an atonement for sin in the life of a child of God. Even the smallest 

failings are considered sin and so the child of God continues to sin each day. A dependency on the blood 

of Christ to atone for ongoing sin places the act of God’s forgiveness on Christ’s blood and a dependency 

on God’s mercy. Since Christ’s blood knows no bounds the most serious and grievous sins can be 

forgiven. In this environment overcoming and separated life are not seen as essential. 
 
Index 
 
Issue 
1. What is sin in the life of a child of God? (page 3) 
2. Why is it essential to separate failings and shortcomings from sins? (page 3) 
3. Does God expect us to continue in sin? (page 3) 
4. What does the blood of Christ accomplish? (page 4) 
5. How essential was the resurrection of Christ? (page 5) 
6. Can a child of God sin? (page 6) 
7. Are there different degrees and levels of sin? (page 6) 
8. How does a child of God find forgiveness in this life if they sin? (page 7) 
9. What difference does it make if some believe that the forgiveness of sin in a child of God’s life 
comes about by the blood of Christ and others by Christ’s advocacy? (page 7) 
10. Do I John 1:8‐10 and Romans 7:17, 20 indicate that we must sin as a child of God? (page 8) 
11. Are there scriptures which indicate unconditionally that children of God cannot sin? (page 9) 
12. Are some scriptures misinterpreted to make it appear that sin is prevalent in a child of God’s life? 

(page 9) 
13. Does the child of God have a hope of heaven or an assurance of heaven? (page 10) 
14. Are God’s children sad, downcast and wearing a frown because they are asked to overcome, to bring 

forth works/fruits and to just have a hope of heaven? (page 11) 
 
1. What is sin in the life of a child of God? 
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Sin is a disobedience to God that extends beyond the failings and shortcomings of a child of God. 
 
2. Why is it essential to separate failings and shortcomings from sins? 
 
Item 3 following clearly points out God’s expectation that we not continue in sin. If every impure 
thought no matter how brief; every surge of anger no matter how small; every misspoken word; 
every fleeting thought of lust or envy; every good deed not done, were sin, we would have to 
conclude that we continue to live in sin and are a sinner. How can we then reconcile that state with 

God’s direction that we continue not in sin? 
 
A proof of this is that in many denominations members are called and call themselves sinners. The 

scriptures indicate that there can be imperfections that are not sin: 
 
Heb 12:1 
(1) …let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us… 
 
Eph 2:1 
(1) And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses and sins; 
 
Mar 11:25 
(25) And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: that your Father also 
which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 
 
Jas 1:15 
(15) Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth 
forth death. (We know that extreme lust can be sin Matt 5:28). 
 
Rom 14:21 
(21) …whereby thy brother stumbleth, or is offended, or is made weak. 
 
1Co 11:30 
(30) For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. 
 
1Pe 2:20 
(20) For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults… 
 
3. Does God expect us to continue in sin? 
 
No, the following scriptures give us clear direction: 
 
Joh 5:14 
(14) Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, Behold, thou art made whole: 
sin no more… 
 
Rom 6:1-2 
(1) What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
(2) God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
 
Rom 6:6 
(6) Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
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1Jn 3:6 
(6) Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known 
him. 
 
4. What does the blood of Christ accomplish? 
 
The death, shed blood and resurrection of Christ lay the foundation for a new man, a house of God to be 

created in man. Without a true repentance, conversion and baptism the above gifts of Christ will avail 

nothing. 
 
The crucifixion and death of Christ accomplish the destruction of the old man of sin and occur 
before the shed blood. 
 
Rom 6:6 
(6) Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, 
that henceforth we should not serve sin. 
 
Rom 5:10 
(10) For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much 
more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 
 
The shed blood of Christ pays the price for past sins and having purged those sins justifies us before God 

with an imputed righteousness. 
 
Rom 3:25 
(25) Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God; 
 
Rom 5:9 
(9) Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 
him. 
 
Christ’s blood was shed once for the remission of sin and after that no longer acts as an atonement for 

the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Rom 6:10 
(10) For in that he died, he died unto sin once… 
 
Heb 7:27 
(27) …for this he did once, when he offered up himself. 
 
Heb 9:28 
(28) So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many… 
 
Heb 6:4-6 
(4) For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly 
gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, 
(5) And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, 
(6) If they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to 
themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame. 
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Heb 10:26-27 
(26) For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth 
no more sacrifice for sins, 
(27) But a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the 
adversaries. 
 
Heb 10:29 
(29) Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath 
trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he 
was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace? 
 
5. How essential was the resurrection of Christ? 
 
Very essential. Without it we would not have a new life in Christ. 
 
1Co 15:19 
(19) If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 
 
1Co 15:17 
(17) And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 
 
Rom 5:10 
(10) …being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 
 
Rom 6:4 
(4) …that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life. 
 
An essential part of this new life is that we receive the Holy Spirit within a cleansed and purified 
heart. With the Spirit of Christ our righteousness is no longer just imputed but it indwells us. This is a 

critical truth because the forward atoning blood belief would say that there can be no righteousness in 

us as all righteousness is only because of Christ’s shed blood. 
 
The scripture says this: 
 
1Jn 3:7 
(7) Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he 
is 
righteous. 
 
1Jn 2:29 
(29) …ye know that every one that doeth righteousness is born of him. 
 
Php 1:11 
(11) Being filled with the fruits of righteousness… 
 
1Pe 2:24 
(24) …that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were 
healed. 
 
6. Can a child of God sin? 
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Yes. By carelessness, failing to seek the Word of God, looking back to the former life and not 
heeding the Spirit of God and the conscience—sin is possible. 
 
1Jn 2:1 
(1) ...if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
 
John writes “if” not “when” and “any man” not “all of us “ or “everyone.” 
 
1Co 5:1 
(1) It is reported commonly that there is fornication among you, and such fornication as is not so 
much as named among the Gentiles, that one should have his father's wife. 
 
2Co 12:21 
(21) …and that I shall bewail many which have sinned already… 
 
7. Are there different degrees or levels of sin? 
 
Yes. 
 
1Jn 5:16 
(16) If any man see his brother sin a sin which is not unto death, he shall ask, and he shall give 
him life for them that sin not unto death. There is a sin unto death: I do not say that he shall pray 
for it. 
 
Jesus speaking to Pilate: 
 
Joh 19:11 
(11) Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee 
from above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin. 
 
The difference between the sins of theft and adultery: 
 
Pro 6:30-33 
(30) Men do not despise a thief, if he steal to satisfy his soul when he is hungry; 
(31) But if he be found, he shall restore sevenfold; he shall give all the substance of his house. 
(32) But whoso committeth adultery with a woman lacketh understanding: he that doeth it 
destroyeth his own soul. 
(33) A wound and dishonour shall he get; and his reproach shall not be wiped away. 
Faults, presumptuous sins, and the great transgression: 
 
Psa 19:12-13 
 (12) Who can understand his errors? cleanse thou me from secret faults. 
(13) Keep back thy servant also from presumptuous sins; let them not have dominion over me: 
then shall I be upright, and I shall be innocent from the great transgression. 
 
There is also a difference between willful sin and a sudden fall into sin under certain circumstances. The 

church has long considered age, mental and physical conditions and certain circumstances when viewing 

the degree of sin. 
 
8. How does a child of God find forgiveness in this life if they sin? 
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Forgiveness of sins up to a certain point is wrought by an acknowledging of sin, confession, sorrow and 

remorse, discipline and the advocacy of Christ to the Father. 
 
1Jn 2:1 
(1) My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 
 
Heb 9:24 
(24) For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the 
true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: 
 
Heb 7:25 
(25) Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing 
he ever liveth to make intercession for them. 
 
Christ will not intercede for sins unto death for by their very definition they remain a sin unto the time 

of death. 
 
1Co 5:5 
(5) To deliver such an one unto Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the spirit may be 
saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus. 
 
Obviously there is no advocacy of Christ to the Father in this situation. 
 
9. What difference does it make if some believe that the forgiveness of sin in a child of God’s life 
comes about by the blood of Christ and others by Christ’s advocacy? 
 
The differences are significant. 
 
Those that believe that the power of the shed blood of Christ to forgive sins is unconditional within the 

life of a child of God (with the possible exception of blasphemy and outright apostasy) begin to blur the 

distinction between types of sin and in their minds all sin becomes the same (e.g., an evil thought is the 

same as adultery). Discipline is deemed unnecessary where forgiveness is automatic and sweeping. With 

the supposed “safety net” of Christ’s blood forgiving us for our sins, a careless and casual lifestyle 

emerges. 
 
Churches that take this path begin by promising to hold on to the tenants of worldly separation, 
modest life style and an overcoming life. The fruits of the efforts speak for themselves. 
 
On the other hand, those that believe in Christ’s advocacy for the forgiveness of sins believe that it is 

conditional and that it also has a limit and that Christ will only advocate for those who are completely 

broken and regretful for sin. Those who believe in Christ’s advocacy not only accept but desire discipline 

and will flee from further sin and return in the fullest possible measure to the church. They also believe 

that Christ will not advocate for sins unto death. 
 
Churches who espouse the belief in Christ’s advocacy and discipline tend to maintain an overcoming life 

and a separation from the world. They also maintain an overcoming walk and a desire for carefulness. 
 

10. Do I John 1:8‐10 and Romans 7:17,20 indicate that we must sin as a child of God? 
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No. 
 
1Jn 1:8-10 
(8) If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
(9) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
(10) If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 
There are no contradictions in God’s Word. The same author, John, wrote in the same book: 
 
1Jn 3:6 
(6) Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not… 
 
1Jn 3:9 
(9) Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God. 
 
The only way that the scripture can be reconciled is that I John 1:8‐10 applies to those who are 
unconverted. Even though the Epistle of John is written to children of God, there is nothing contrary 

about his reminding them of their former lives. 
 
In Romans 7 that same contradiction seems to appear when the Apostle Paul says in verse 17: 
 
Rom 7:17 
(17) Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
 
and again in verse 20: 
 
Rom 7:20 
(20) Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me. 
 
This is the same Apostle Paul who wrote in the preceding chapter: 
 
Rom 6:1-2 
(1) What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? 
(2) God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? 
 
Again the only way to reconcile this is that the Apostle is speaking of his former life. Throughout the 

New Testament there is a mixture of direction to the converted and reminders of the unconverted state. 
 
11. Are there scriptures which indicate unconditionally that children of God cannot sin. 
 
No. Examples follow: 
 
1Jn 3:6 
(6) Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not... 
 
The condition is that we abide in Him. If we abide in Him in the most full and complete measure we will 

not sin. If we fail to abide in Him in every aspect of our life we could fall into sin. 
 
1Jn 3:9 
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(9) Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot 
sin, because he is born of God. 
 
Here there are two conditions: first that a soul is truly born of God and second that His (God’s) seed 

remains in him. If we experience a true rebirth and baptism and then let the Holy Spirit work within us 

fully, we will not have to sin. 
 
12. Are some scriptures misinterpreted to make it appear that sin is prevalent in a child of God’s 
life? 
 
Yes. Examples follow: 
 
(a) 
 
1Jn 5:17 
(17) All unrighteousness is sin… 

Some would portray unrighteousness as the very smallest shortcomings and accordingly our lives are 

fraught with sin. Unrighteousness is in truth a description of gross and serious sin. 
 
Rom 1:18 
(18) For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 
 
The rest of the chapter describes all manner of grievous sin. 
 
Rom 2:8-9 
(8) But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, 
indignation and wrath, 
 (9) Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil… 
 
Serious enough sins to call for God’s tribulation and anguish. 
 
2Co 6:14 
(14) …for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath 
light with darkness? 
 
So serious that there would not be any fellowship. 
 
And so, I John 5:17 is true, “all unrighteousness is sin,” with unrighteousness being gross and serious 

violations against God. 
 
(b) 
 
Jas 4:17 
(17) Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin. 
 
Not doing good is interpreted, by some, to mean a failure in doing good works; hence each time we fail 

in visiting a widow, for example, we sin. However, John 5:29 speaks of those who have “done good.” He 

uses past tense since He is speaking of those that have died and will be resurrected. 
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Joh 5:29 
(29) And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that 
have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation. 
 
Hence those who “do good” are those who have repented, are converted, have lived a sanctified life, 

and will be resurrected to heaven. For the unconverted person to know this and not partake, it is sin. 
 
(c) 
 
Rev 12:11 
(11) And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony; and 
they loved not their lives unto the death. 
 
Some would say from this scripture that it is the ongoing blood of the Lamb that helps overcome 
temptation. This scripture does not address when the blood of the Lamb was applied to help God’s 

children overcome temptation. It is Christ’s blood at the time of conversion, that allows souls to receive 

the gift of grace and the Holy Spirit. These gifts and tools of God allow His children to overcome 

temptation. 
 
13. Does the child of God have a hope of heaven or an assurance of heaven? 
 
Some would view hope as a weakness in God’s plan. After all, if we have been born again and have 

obtained the powerful gifts of God why would we only have a hope of heaven? The question is raised as 

a point of this discussion because the belief that the ongoing atonement of Christ’s blood solves the 

problem and provides a surety for heaven. 
 
But what does the scripture say: 
 
1Pe 4:18 
(18) And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 
 
Php 2:12 
(12) Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now 
much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling. 
 
Tit 3:7 
(7) That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 
life. 
 
Heb 6:11 
(11) And we desire that every one of you do shew the same diligence to the full assurance of 
hope unto the end: 
 
Heb 6:19 
(19) Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfast, and which entereth 
into that within the veil; 
 
And so the Word describes hope in the life of the child of God not as a weakness or a description of 

souls overwrought and in despair, but as an “anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast.” Assurance of 

heaven is a part of the doctrine of “once saved, always saved.” 
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14. Are God’s children sad, downcast and wearing a frown because they are asked to overcome, to 
bring forth works/fruits and to just have a hope of heaven? 
 
Absolutely not. The same scripture which calls for overcoming, bringing forth works, and the hope of 

eternal life, also describes the joy in laboring thus. 
 
Act 13:52 
(52) And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost. 
 
The disciples after being persecuted by the Jews. 
 
Act 20:24 
(24) But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might 
finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the 
gospel of the grace of God. 
 
The Apostle Paul after suffering so much in his life for his labors. 
 
Jas 1:2 
(2) My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations; Joy, even in trials. 
 
1Pe 1:8-9 
(8) Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory: (9) Receiving the end of your faith, even the 
salvation of your souls. 
 
And many more scriptures could be quoted. A parallel and like experience of God’s children today in the 

church. 
 


